
Coronavirus has had industry-wide impacts and will likely leave lasting effects on
the rental market. This is an opportunity for landlords and veteran serving

agencies to better connect.  Landlords  can alleviate burdens related to COVID-19,
by working with veterans exiting homelessness who are participating in

supplemental rental programs in their communities. 

Landlords can be champions in their communities, by helping to bring an end to
veteran homelessness. The following strategies and considerations are for

landlords who would like to rent to veterans in their communities. Affordable
housing availability can end veteran homelessness and renting to veterans can be

a solution for landlords facing occupancy challenges. 

LEASING TO VETERANS
DURING THE COVID-19

PANDEMIC: 
STRATEGIES FOR LANDLORDS 
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Contact your Public Housing Authority
(PHA): You can do this by doing a quick
internet search for your county or city
housing authority and calling, or by visiting
their website and clicking on their landlord
tab and submitting information. Another
easy way to find housing authorities in
your area is by visiting this site.  

Most VA Medical Centers have a housing
specialist onsite, and they work to rehouse
veterans experiencing homelessness. 'You
can also reach out directly to the VAMC in
your community and ask to speak to a
HUD-VASH caseworker or a homeless
coordinator. You can use this search tool
to find VA Medical Centers in your area.  

If you are having difficulty leasing up your units and finding new renters during the
ongoing pandemic, vouchers and other rental subsidies offer a solution. Housing vouchers
have the potential to end an individual’s homelessness. You may know this but may not
know where to find tenants. You can find tenants in the following ways—
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LEASE TO VETERANS WITH A
HOUSING VOUCHER

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR LANDLORDS

HUD-VASH voucher holders make
great tenants because a portion of the
rent is automatically paid on time
through the housing authority and,
tenants receive supportive services
from the VA Medical Center while
they occupy your rental.  

Housing vouchers also offer stability for landlords,
because you enter into a contract with the housing
authority and can create a memorandum of
understanding with your tenant’s case manager or
referral service organization. This means you have
multiple individuals who can support your tenant’s
occupancy, which also means less tenant turnover. 

Additionally, voucher payments are very competitive
with rental prices expected for your area. HUD uses fair
market rents for each community to determine
acceptable voucher payments. In fact, in several
communities, voucher payments may be higher than
monthly rental amounts paid by non-voucher holders.
Check this out. 

As a landlord, you can do a rough prequalification of
your unit, to get an idea of whether your property
would meet inspection requirements. A formal
inspection is still required, but you may be shocked to
find out that the housing authority has a similar
checklist to the ones you already use for your “make
ready’s”. Take a look here.  

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=health
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/fmr/fmrs/FY2021_code/select_Geography.odn
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/fmr/fmrs/FY2021_code/select_Geography.odn
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/DOC_11775.PDF


One of the perks of renting to a veteran with a housing voucher is long term tenancy.
However, if you are a landlord considering short term leasing options or a more flexible
initial lease period, then, veterans in transition, veterans participating in SSVF, exiting
GPD, or veterans who have achieved total self-sufficiency would make great tenants.
Veterans participating in these housing programs, are looking for units now, here is how
you find tenants—

LEASE TO VETERANS IN SUPPORTIVE OR
SUPPLEMENTAL HOUSING PROGRAMS 

Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)
is a rapid rehousing program, and a housing crisis
response program that can help with moving fees,
application fees, and deposits, to easily pair
qualified veteran tenants with your units. Read
more about the program  here. Reach out to the
VAMC in your community, they can refer
veterans through the following programs—

Transition in Place (TIP) housing is an
extension of the GPD housing program
mentioned above. In TIP, the veteran stays in
the unit, and over time the supportive services
transition away. Landlords are in contract with
the community organization for an initial
period throughout which veterans gain stability.
See what organizations provide TIP housing in
your community, here. Providers are actively
searching for units

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR LANDLORDS

Several programs can offer additional security to landlords
renting to veteran voucher holders. Some of the protections
and incentives available are specific to veterans through the
SSVF, and TFA programs offered through veteran serving
agencies. While other protections and incentives may be
offered through the local housing authority, city, or county,
in the form of mitigation funds and one-time incentives.
This is especially true in the current climate, as several of
these programs have been given additional attention and
support to prioritize housing during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Reach out to local housing assistance providers, like
SSVF providers, the Continuum of Care (CoC), and
affordable housing nonprofits. Tell them that you are
interested in renting to a veteran and want to know if
they can provide any additional incentives to landlords.

Check your city and local housing authority website to
see if they advertise any landlord mitigation funds or
one-time incentives for working with their affordable
housing programs.  
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Reach out to your  local Continuum of Care (COC): Search for the COC in your area,
or check out this  list, and reach out to inquire about how their tenant referrals work
through programs they operate. Tell them you want to rent to veterans who
receive Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA), emergency rental  assistance or SSVF. 

Grant and Per Diem Housing (GPD) is a
transitional housing program with a maximum
stay of up to 24 months. Veterans exiting this
program are actively looking for rental options.
Consider reading more about the program  here.
Veterans exiting  GPD have regained stability and
can maintain housing on their own, or without
subsidy.

https://www.va.gov/homeless/nchav/models/ssvf.asp
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/docs/GPD/GPD-Final-TIP-Award-List-08112020.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/grantees/contacts/?params=%7B%22limit%22%3A20%2C%22sort%22%3A%22%22%2C%22order%22%3A%22%22%2C%22years%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22searchTerm%22%3A%22%22%2C%22grantees%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22state%22%3A%22%22%2C%22programs%22%3A%5B3%5D%2C%22coc%22%3Atrue%7D
https://www.va.gov/homeless/gpd.asp


Individual, adult, veterans can face additional challenges finding housing in high-cost low
vacancy markets. Single veterans may consider shared housing to cut down on living
expenses and to live in areas that would otherwise be inaccessible. 

LEASE TO VETERANS THROUGH SHARED
HOUSING ARRANGEMENTS 

Landlords should consider shared housing when they are having a hard time filling
larger, more expensive units or are leasing single-family housing with multiple
bedrooms. Shared housing benefits landlords because units may only ever become
partially vacant, as opposed to sitting without tenants for long periods of time. This adds
stability and landlords can rent larger, hard-to-lease units, at market rate. To lease units
to veterans, landlords need to— 

Detail throughout property listings if they would consider a shared housing
proposal or roommates. Contact your local housing authority to see if housing
vouchers can be used in this way and indicate your interest. Remember an easy
way to find your local housing authority is by visiting this site. 

Contact local HUD-VASH caseworkers, by reaching out to the VA Medical
Center directly. You can use this search tool to find VA Medical Centers in your
area. 

Reach out to local SSVF providers and see if they allow for housing assistance to
be used in this way. Tell local SSVF providers you have availability, and what
type of units you are interested in leasing. You can download a list of SSVF
providers and their contact information, here.  
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https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=health
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geK.n5talf__AA_RBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZANDMDE2MF8xBHNlYwNzcg--/RV=2/RE=1604986490/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.va.gov%2fHOMELESS%2fssvf%2fdocs%2fFY2020_SSVF_ProviderList_October2019.xlsx/RK=2/RS=VU9t3Ol_P7IYpuHeRpdnLKY94TA-
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geK.n5talf__AA_RBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZANDMDE2MF8xBHNlYwNzcg--/RV=2/RE=1604986490/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.va.gov%2fHOMELESS%2fssvf%2fdocs%2fFY2020_SSVF_ProviderList_October2019.xlsx/RK=2/RS=VU9t3Ol_P7IYpuHeRpdnLKY94TA-

