
NCHV has continued to meet with Veterans’ Affairs Committee staff in both chambers and VA program
staff to build consensus around not letting up on our push to help our homeless veterans, especially
during a national emergency. From the outset NCHV was able to help negotiate over $700 million in
emergency funds for homeless veteran programs like supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF),
Grant and Per Diem (GPD) and Healthcare for Homeless Veterans (HCHV). We outline some of these
accomplishments like CARES and HEROES Acts below but our work is not yet complete as you will see.  

Policy Update
Calendar year 2020 is winding itself down and much has happened since our policy team was able to
update you with a list of items that we have been able to accomplish since the outset of this pandemic.
NCHV was able to move seamlessly into a virtual education and advocacy model that has been very
effective.  Our staff has been working diligently behind the scenes to keep a bipartisan atmosphere of
accomplishment with regard to homeless veteran programs in both the U.S. House and Senate.  

Back in March, we were the only
organization advocating for the CARES
Act to address the needs of veterans
experiencing homelessness.  Of the
$14.4 billion allocated to VHA, $700M
has been allocated to SSVF and GPD
grantees, and HCHV contractors, to
expand housing capacity for veterans
experiencing or at-risk of homelessness. 

We worked to include additional flexibilities
and waivers in the HEROES Act, which
passed the House.  Key provisions to expand
HUD-VASH eligibility to OTH veterans,
expand access to legal services, allow VA to
use funds for specific items for veterans, to
encourage contracting in times of HUD-
VASH case manager staffing shortage, and
others have been introduced as H.R.7105
and S. 3898. 

We advocated  for and received $84.5
million in homeless veteran program
increases across HVRP, HCHV, SSVF, GPD
& VASH between the House and Senate
passed appropriations legislation that is
currently being considered in Congress.
This bill also includes robust reporting
language to guide spending and offer data to
inform policymaking.  

We have carried your voice and concerns to
Congress, and the current and incoming
Administration via testimony at hearings
and virtual forums, and in meetings. 

NCHV has been working for you and the veterans you serve.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6800
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6800


To conclude as we head to Thanksgiving recess, I would like to spread some thanks. Thank you to all
our members who allow us to call you at a moment’s notice to get real-time, boots on the ground
information when Congress asks us for it.  Thank you to the Government Relations Committee and
board in general for your time, ideas and hard work supporting NCHV’s initiatives. Finally, a
resounding bravo to my colleagues at NCHV for all of their hard work day in and out helping us find
the answers in real-time to avoid lip-service and actually make a difference during these
unprecedented times. 

I wish everyone a great Thanksgiving, Merry Holidays and a Happy New Year!

Spencer Bell
NCHV Policy Analyst
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CALL CONGRESS NOW!
We call on all coalition members to reach out to
their Senators and urge that they pass the
DELIVER & GRACE Acts today! 

The ball is on the goal line and all of our legislation needs one last push
to get it into the endzone and pass the Senate. There are only 10 days
left this year where Congress is in session.  These days come between
Thanksgiving recess and the conclusion of the 116th Congress. We have
one final opportunity to move some of the most crucial homeless
veteran legislation in years.  We ask that you call and/or email your
state’s sitting Senators and ask them to vote to pass the DELIVER and
GRACE Acts immediately as veteran's lives hang in the balance. 

DELIVER ACT
Passed by the House - Comprised of H.R. 7105 & H.R. 8275 

NCHV, working with House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
staff, and VA were able to successfully use the H.R. 7105 bill as a
mutually agreed upon vehicle to move a veteran minibus of must
pass legislation. 

H.R. 7105, or the DELIVER Act, is now comprised of 3 portions: 

H.R. 7105 - Emergency Language pertaining to flexibilities for
CARES Act funding (Original HEROES Language) This includes
Supportive Services for Veteran Families spending flexibility,
temporary in-person inspection waivers during a pandemic to
reduce unnecessary exposures, caps Grant and Per Diem rate at 300%
during the public health emergency, statutorily authorizes on-
campus encampments, allows VA to utilize funds to increase tele-
health and communications access.

H.R. 8275 – Modifies GPD rate during non-emergency times to 115%
of the state home domiciliary rate. Allows GPD program to
reimburse grantees for Homeless Management Information Systems
licenses and promotes contracting for HUD-Veteran Affairs
Supportive Housing (VASH) case management where there are
significant staff vacancies. 

Other important homeless veteran legislation included: 

H.R. 2398, Veteran HOUSE Act – A longtime priority to achieve
HUD-VASH Eligibility for Other Than Honorable (OTH) veterans.  
H.R. 2924, Housing for Women Veterans Act  
H.R. 7111, Veterans Economic Recovery Act  
H.R. 2326, Transition Improvement Act of 2019  
H.R. 3749, Legal Services for Homeless Veterans Act 
H.R. 5766, VET TEC Expansion Act 
H.R. 95, Homeless Veteran Families Act – Allows GPD to reimburse
for dependents. 

1.
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Call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 to get to
your Senator if you don't have a designated local point of
contact.



GRACE ACT
Introduced in the Senate - (S. 4910) will allow for GPD to function
properly going forward with respect to capital grants.  

Since COVID-19 has gripped this country, the safest spaces for anyone
are ones that allow for social distancing and isolation, both of which can
be challenging to achieve in congregate facilities. Safe operation of
Grant and Per Diem shelters will require renovation, physical expansion
in some instances, and other modifications in order to comply with CDC
guidelines for infection control and prevention.  

This bill removes long-standing disincentives that could deter providers
from utilizing VA capital grants to fund renovations and improvements
at their facilities. NCHV urges Congress to pass this bill before
adjournment to improve shelter safety as COVID cases surge once more
nationwide. 


