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Policy Update
The National Coalition for Homeless Veterans (NCHV) is the only national organization solely

dedicated to ending veteran homelessness. As part of our policy work, NCHV constantly monitors

the actions of the three federal branches of government on issues and programs that impact

veterans experiencing homelessness and service providers. This update highlights important

federal activities and recent progress in the effort to end veteran homelessness.  

Spencer Bell | Policy Analyst, NCHV

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently expanded the Shallow Subsidy initiative

nationally and will grant $200 million to 238 nonprofit organizations to provide housing rental

assistance to extremely and very low-income Veteran households eligible under VA’s Supportive

Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program. This initiative promotes long-term housing

stability by providing a subsidy of 35% of fair market rent directly to landlords on behalf of

eligible Veteran households for up to two years. 

PROGRAM NEWS 

The Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program (HVRP) is slated for an increase and expansion

through current legislation in pairing with the recent expansions to SSVF’s Shallow subsidy

program. HUD-VASH has also issued new guidance clarifying recent waivers and program

additions from the multiple pieces of emergency legislation passed, including voucher portability

issues. Though we are still awaiting further guidance on the Other Than Honorable discharge

statuses eligibility expansion included in last year’s National Defense Authorization Act or NDAA. 

VA recently announced $116.4 million in funding for Grant and Per Diem (GPD) capital grants at

$64.2 million, along with case management grants at $28.4 million, and special needs grants at

$23.75 million. VA increased the capital grants 14.2 million above the expected awards for the

first round and have made an additional 25 million available for the second. A second round of

capital grants just rolled out at $75 million with applications due by 4:00pm eastern on

December 6th.  
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The CDC’s eviction moratorium lifted briefly between August 1st and 3rd. On August 3rd, the

CDC (Centers for Disease Control) reversed itself and issued a more targeted temporary

eviction moratorium to stop spread of COVID-19, effective 8/3/21 through 10/3/21. Though the

Supreme Court then ruled soon afterward, 6-3 to end the temporary stay on a lower court

ruling seeking to overturn the federal eviction moratorium issued by the CDC, invalidating the

federal eviction moratorium. Albeit unlikely, letters are circulating on the hill from over 60

representatives to leadership requesting a legislative fix.

H.R. 3684, the “Investing in a New Vision for the Environment and Surface

Transportation in America Act,” or the INVEST in America Act 

LEGISLATION

$1.2 trillion piece of legislation with $550 billion in new spending.  

Passed the Senate as amended and is poised for final passage in the House.  

The Budget Resolution 

The Budget Resolution passed in the House which will return to address other issues such as

the reconciliation bill, yearly funding bills, possible continuing resolution, and end of the year

Committee minibuses. Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Schumer have been striving to wrap

all of this up by the end of October for several reasons. The White House has put out a

framework that cuts the $300 billion for Housing to over $150 billion as of the most recent

version. Many of the portions that would assist homeless veterans survived though portions to

varying degrees. Originally the budget instructions called for $3.5 trillion budget resolution

and assigned $18 billion for VA to use over 10 years. The current negotiated level is $1.75

trillion, with VA’s reduced to $5 billion, but VA’s Enhanced Use Lease (EUL) survived at $455

million for FY’22 and reauthorizes the program through 2026. 

H.R. 5376, or the Build Back Better Act  

$25 billion in rental assistance, including $1 billion for PBV 

$65 billion for public housing infrastructure,  

$15 billion for the national Housing Trust Fund (HTF), and  

$455 million for VA's EUL program & 2026 Reauthorization. 

Provides over $150 billion for housing initiatives like:  

Housing advocates had been advocating for the full $300 billion for housing including $75

billion for 5-year phase in of HCV expansion, also $15 billion for PBV. 
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S. 2172, the “Building Solutions for Veterans Experiencing Homelessness Act of 2021.”  

LEGISLATION

Introduced by Chair of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Senator Jon Tester and

includes several of NCHV priorities:

Increases GPD to 200% per diem.  

Augments Technical Assistance for providers. 

Waives real property disposition and matching for VA capital grantees. 

Makes Homeless Veteran Reintegration Program (HVRP) permanent. 

Makes health & housing navigators permanent. 

Pilots a host of other provisions like addressing the needs of elderly veterans, veterans

looking for substance use treatment and accessing those struggling with transportation

needs.  

S. 2172 recently passed a procedural hurdle and was unanimously voted out of committee for

consideration before the full Senate. This was in part due to the efforts of NCHV, its members,

and our partners in providing real time support for the bill as it proceeded through committee

markup. We offer a resounding thank you, to everyone who participated.  

S. 3094 – Ranking Member Jerry Moran’s expansion of HVRP to every State.  

H.R. 5783 – HVRP in every state bill introduced by Rep. Mann. 

H.R. 5606 – The language helps by increasing GPD to 200% per diem. 

H.R. 5301 – Lifts homeless program technical assistance caps and extends to GPD. 

H.R. 5025 – HVRP extension to 2026 and authorization increase to $75 million. 

H.R. 5470 – Waives real property disposition & matching requirements for VA capital grantees. 

EMERGENCY FUNDING 

The CARES Act passed in 2020 at the outset of the pandemic, funds were expedited out the door

and extra flexibilities were provided to programs throughout the government. This included $25

billion in funds for Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA-1) and $971 million for Homeless Veteran

Programs. 

Congress then passed the American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) earlier this year,  

This added $50 billion in housing and homelessness resources for the general population.  

        -Contained $27 billion for rental assistance (ERA-2).  

        -States and localities created hundreds of programs after the first round of ERA-1 was

          instituted and are further refining getting both ERA-1 and ERA-2 money out the door.  

The ARP also had $5 billion in new funding for states and cities to provide housing stability

for tens of thousands of people experiencing homelessness which HUD and USICH are

beginning to roll out as “House America”. 
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EMERGENCY FUNDING 

Provided VA with $17 billion, of which $485 million has been awarded to Homeless Programs

Office (HPO). Total VA Homeless emergency funds to date now come to $1.456 billion. 

If Build Back Better survives passage intact, that number would rise to $1.911 billion. 

The ARP provides over $50 billion of rent and utility arrears accrued during the pandemic.

With the passage of the American Rescue Plan Act, the December COVID-19 relief bill, and

the CARES Act, advocates, and congressional champions have already secured $85 billion

in supplemental emergency housing and homelessness assistance since the start of the

pandemic. 

APPROPRIATIONS & BUDGET 

NCHV Policy staff maintains open lines of communication with federal partners regarding

multiple funding streams. NCHV will continue to push for sufficient program funding to

properly administer homeless programs that these veterans have earned.

FY’22 appropriations

NCHV has been able to further advocate for program increases, with the U.S. House of

Representatives currently proposing a $246 million increase.   

The U.S. Senate totals for HUD-VASH is at $484 million, and Veterans Justice Outreach

(VJO) is at $70 million.  

The Department of Labor’s Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program has increased in the

House’s appropriations to $68 million in FY’22.  

 FY’19   
Enacted  

 FY’20   
Enacted  

 FY’21
Enacted  

 FY’22
PBR 

 FY’22
House

 FY’22
Senate

GPD

SSVF

HUD
VASH

HVRP

$275m

$380m

$40m

$50m

$250m

$380m

$40m

$55m

$320m

$420m

$40m

$57.5m $57.5m

$40m

HPO Acct
Increase  
$171.5m  

HPO Acct
Increase  
$171.5m  

$0m

$68m

$2.2 B  
HPO 

$246m
increase

$2.2 B  
HPO  

$246 M
increase

$270m

$395m

$50m

$60.5m
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There is almost never enough time or space to cover all relevant topics in every dispatch. If

you are interested at all in legislative advocacy, NCHV conducts an open monthly

Government Relations Conference call where you can actively participate in the discussion.

Please email us at SBell@NCHV.Org or 202-546-1969. And as always, please reach out if you

have any questions, concerns or updates. 

The National Coalition for Homeless Veterans requests your support in getting these much-

needed updates across the finish line. Special Calendar Note: The bill provisions like S. 2172

will be up for full chamber passage at the end of the year and NCHV will circulate a letter in

support of the final legislative package for those and will be asking for cosignatories, until

then we ask that you contact your official representation in both U.S. Chambers, which can

be found at www.congress.gov. Please let us know if we can add your organization to the

growing list of supporters or for input on the letter. 


