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Currently, the Housing and Urban Development -

Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH)

program does not service chronically homeless

veterans who have “other than honorably” (OTH)

discharge or fall short of eligibility requirements.

Recently programs such as SSVF and GPD have

altered their eligibility to include a good portion of

OTH Veterans.  There are bills introduced in this

Congress, H.R. 2398 and S. 2061, that would bring

the VASH eligibility requirements more in line with

these other programs.  

HOUSE PASSING LEGISLATION EXPANDING
VASH ELIGIBILITY

H.R. 2398 was introduced by Representative Scott

Peters (D-CA-52) and recently passed in the

House on January 13th by a vote of 362-31. It was

approved by unanimous consent by the House

Committee on Veterans and by a 54-0 vote by the

House Financial Services Committee. House

approval, while widely lauded, is just the first step. 

S. 2061,  the  companion bill that has been

introduced  in the  Senate,  was  introduced by

Senators Jon Tester (D-MT), Todd Young (R-IN),

and Chris Murphy (D-CT). That bill was referred to

the Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

Committee.   While it will most likely garner bi-

partisan support  and NCHV  urges quick

passage, we do not see movement as likely in the

immediate future but perhaps by August

recess  due to most of the oxygen and  general

bandwidth  in the  Senate being  channeled into

other more pressing proceedings.
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The U.S. Department of Labor swore in John Lowry III of

Chicago, Illinois as the Assistant Secretary of Labor for the

Veterans' Employment and Training Service (VETS).  VETS'

mission is to prepare America's veterans, service members and

their spouses for meaningful careers, provide them with

employment resources and expertise, protect their employment

rights and promote their employment opportunities.

Assistant Secretary Lowry spent 25 years in military service, 15 as a regular Marine Corps officer and an

additional 10 in the Marine Corps Reserve. Decorated for valor while leading a Force Reconnaissance

platoon during Operation Desert Storm, Lowry's honors include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious

Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal (with combat

valor device), and the Combat Action Ribbon. He retired in 2009 at the rank of Colonel.

Rep. Phil Roe (R-Tenn. 1st) declared he will not seek a seventh term,

becoming the 26th Republican to announce a retirement from the

House this cycle. Roe, an Army veteran and OB-GYN, has previously

been down this path and his departure is not a surprise. He briefly

considered retiring in 2018 before deciding to run again. The

congressman was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2017 but

announced he was cancer-free after surgery. 

In Congress, Roe chaired the House Armed Services Committee, serves as Ranking  Member of the

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee and led the GOP Doctors Caucus. Roe was first elected in 2008 after

beating then-Rep. David Davis (R-Tenn.) by fewer than 500 votes, becoming the first challenger to oust an

incumbent in the state in more than 40 years. His announcement marked the first retirement since the end of

Congress' holiday break.

Hill insiders believe the most likely pick to  replace him as  Ranking  Member on the House Veterans’ Affairs

Committee is Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) as he is next in line and has served diligently within the Committee and

for the massive amount of veterans residing in and around his district.   There are  also  those who

believe Rep.  Jack Bergman may be high up on that list as well  as  someone with the right credentials and

a moniker of, “The General.”

DOL announces John Lowry III as new
Assistant Secretary for Veterans'
Employment and Training Service

Ranking Republican on the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee to Retire

Assistant Secretary Lowry received his Bachelor of Arts from Princeton University, a Master of Liberal Arts

from Stanford University, a Master of Business Administration from Harvard Business School, and a Master

of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College.
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Before the holiday recess on Capitol Hill, there was a shift within the United States Interagency Council on

Homelessness  (USICH)  that reverberated throughout the homeless  provider stakeholder

community. USICH’s Executive Director, Matthew Doherty informed the public that he was leaving his post

at USICH and the rumor mill began to turn. Whether or not Mr. Doherty’s removal was of his own accord,

there was fear that something, something large was either going to  change  or be imposed upon the

community.

USICH Leadership Change
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We eventually learned that Robert G. Marbut Jr., a professor,

and consultant who’s spent the last decade advising cities on

how to manage services for people living in homelessness

was the administration’s pick to replace Mr. Doherty.

President Trump appointed Mr. Marbut on December 4th,

after removing Matthew Doherty, who served as director

starting in 2015.  Members of the USICH confirmed Director

Marbut as the new Executive Director on December 10th.

During and since Director Marbut’s confirmation there has

been major unease from the homeless and low-income

communities regarding his views on the criminalization of

homelessness and the Housing First principle in general.  With

major scuffles between the Administration and entities like

the state of California over homelessness, passions were

already inflamed on both sides of the argument.

The Administration pushed the issue with a couple rounds of sabre rattling including leaked stances of

mulling over forced relocation programs including massive federal temporary shelter encampments while

stakeholders hit both the court of public opinion through series after series in the media on the housing

and homelessness crisis all while approaching key legislators on the Hill to induce fair play on a more

officially recommended level. 

With enough support  from  lawmakers and DC power brokers,  the  threats of  imminent major action from

the  administration and USICH have died down to a low rumble.   Where groups were fearing Imminent

Executive  Orders,  they are now  taking meetings with  USICH  by request  in an  attempt to guide future

conversation in a more amicable and mutually beneficial manner.  Let’s hope the ability to reach consensus

across the political divide proceeds all discussions as they make their way into 2020 and beyond.
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Funding For all Programs Passed, 
Ending Fears of Government Shutdown

Congress did not shut down over the holiday season and passed the FY 2020 Appropriations in a two-

bill package.  The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-93), and the Further

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (P.L. 116-94), both enacted in December 2019. With looming

spending caps imposed by the two-year spending resolution in place, (agreed to by leaders in both

chambers of Congress and the Administration), much of the discretionary spending will remain in a

holding pattern in requests for FY’2021 in the year to come. Many sources are attributing this to the

growing cost of healthcare being provided by the VA increasing to over 6% in 2019 and 9% in 2020.  

Small changes have been made to spending levels allotments but for the most part, programs are at a

level funding level in FY 2020 as represented in the chart below.
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